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THE RAPTURE, THE TRIBULATION, and ARMAGEDDON 

At this moment I thought it beneficial for all of us to look directly at the specifics of the great events 

soon to come upon us all.  As a second thought, perhaps you might share this article as possible with 

those around you who just don’t understand or know what is soon to happen. 

THE RAPTURE 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 

that it is near, right at the door.  Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away 

until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away. – Mark 13:28-31 

 

“These things happening” in the scripture above are all the various prophecies of events we have talked 

about and written so much about in the past several years, and specifically in this instance the many 

things Jesus has mentioned in this chapter in Mark.  The fig tree analogy itself not only applies literally 

but is representative of Israel; its miraculous reappearance as a physical nation in 1948 after being 

gone for almost 2000 years is the first and greatest fulfillment of the Biblical prophecies I write about. 

According to the scripture above, some of those alive at the reappearance of Israel in 1948 will still be 

living on earth when Jesus comes for his believers.  That has already been seventy-six years. 
 

Jesus clearly intended for his believers to know the season of his return.  It is now.  The actual hour or 

day of course remains a mystery.  In previous writings, newsletters, programs, and the book WAKE 

UP AMERICA! JESUS IS COMING SOON, I spoke of many of the giant Biblical prophecies that 

have been fulfilled in recent years, all since the beginning of the last century.  Day by day, year by 

year, the rate of prophecy fulfillment has escalated.  We are living now in many events of the last days, 

the wars that will continue until the end, the roaring and tossing of the ocean, massive deception, and 

so much more.   
 

This return to collect the believers, known popularly as the rapture, could occur at any time.  Nothing 

has to happen before that occurs.  One key point to keep in mind is that in many scriptures the Bible 

points out that believers were not appointed to suffer wrath, and wrath is what God pours out on the 

world during the Tribulation.  So it is pretty clear even just from this that the collecting of the believers 

will occur before the seven year Tribulation, or at the latest very early in those seven years. 
 

Here are the scriptures about believers being protected from the wrath of the Tribulation: 
 

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial 

that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. – Revelation 3:10 

(Jesus’ letter to the church at Philadelphia) 
 

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 

wrath through him! – Romans 5:9 
 

mailto:info@johnnewlinministries.org


 

 

 

Keep Your Eyes on Jesus! 
P. O. Box 1038, Cary, NC 27512       910 395 1465        https://www.johnnewlinministries.org            

Email: info@johnnewlinministries.org     Twitter.com/johnnewlinmin        Blog: johnnewlin.blogspot.com 

2 

Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. – 1 Thessalonians 1:10b 
 

For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. – 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
 

Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, 

and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” – Luke 21:36  
 

Now, the key scripture regarding the rapture itself is 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we 

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

 

This loud command of the Lord will likely be something such as “Come up here,” for God uses those 

very words elsewhere in the Bible.  Note that the scripture says the dead in Christ rise first and after 

that we who are still alive will be caught up with them in the clouds.  That phrase “after that” indicates 

there may be a time element between the dead in Christ rising and then the rest of us rising.  I looked 

up the translation of the original Greek, and indeed the translation is after that, or then, so there truly is 

a time element involved even if just a few seconds.  Perhaps during that short time these risen dead in 

Christ will be going around appearing to various people as those did from the graveyard after Jesus’ 

crucifixion.  Remember in Matthew 27:52-53 how believers came out of their tombs and went into the 

city and appeared to people?  Maybe God will use that to draw even more to Jesus.   
 

When the believers rise and meet the Lord in the air, they get glorious new bodies as described in 1 

Corinthians 15:51-54 below: 

We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—  in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. 
 

No longer will we be living in bodies that age and decay and get weaker over the years.   

 

THE TRIBULATION 
There are two key scriptures nailing down the start of the seven year Tribulation.  First consider this 

one, Daniel 9:27: 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one “seven.” In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put 

an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes 

desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”  

 

The “he” referred to here is the antichrist.  This covenant which is confirmed, or signed, with the 

Jewish people is some sort of an agreement signed with Israel, no doubt a peace agreement.  We are 

likely to see this happening soon as the world continues to press Israel to come to such an agreement.  

That very moment of signing is the beginning of the Tribulation. 

 

Another scripture regarding the start of the seven year Tribulation is 2 Thessalonians 2:3: 
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3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs 

and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and 

will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up 

in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you 

know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret 

power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do 

so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

The first couple verses here really follow up on the verse from Daniel above and describe what the 

antichrist does.  The later ones talk about the need for whatever is holding the antichrist back to be 

removed so he may be revealed.  That is likely the removal of two things – the body of true believers 

and the Holy Spirit.  For the antichrist to do all he does on the earth, true believers and the Holy Spirit 

will need to be out of the way; otherwise they would be stopping him.  So the rapture surely happens 

before the antichrist really gets active. 

ARMAGEDDON 
Now the second coming of Christ is his powerful coming at the end of the seven years at the battle of 

Armageddon where the forces of the antichrist are arrayed to battle against him.  Chapter 19 in 

Revelation and Chapter 14 in Zechariah describe all this.  Jesus comes with all his holy ones – his 

angels and his believers, but he himself wins the battle with the sword coming from his mouth (the 

WORD).  All the many fighting against him are killed, the antichrist and his assistant the false prophet 

are thrown into the Lake of Fire, and as described in Chapter 20 in Revelation the devil is locked in a 

deep pit and we see the establishment of Kingdom rule from Jerusalem (and thus the beginning of the 

millennium). 

*********** 
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE ON OUR RETURN VIDEOS IN THE WORLD: 
- A NEW VIDEO, EPISODE 11, JUST INTRODUCED (WHEN JESUS COMES TO COLLECT 

HIS BELIEVERS) 
- A NEED FOR FUNDS TO HELP US REACH MANY MORE IN THESE LAST DAYS 

 
God continues to reach more and more throughout the world through our videos over X (formerly 
Twitter) about Jesus and his imminent return.  Millions as you know have been drawn to one or 
more of these videos and the numbers continue to increase.  The countries are widespread and as 
diverse as Argentina, Poland, Greece, the Philippines, Singapore, Germany, Finland, Kenya, South 
Africa, and more, about twenty five in all so far.  The effectiveness of the videos is dramatic.  There 
are several countries in each of which the attention of more than a hundred thousand citizens has 
been brought to just one of our videos in just two days!  In total, we are now approaching three 
and a half million such people.  
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This of course costs money.  At this moment we are limited in getting these videos out to more 
because of lack of funds.  I would think everyone would be thrilled and delighted by reaching so 
many more for Jesus at this time and would want to help, but we do know times surely are hard 
economically for most people.  Please if you can, consider helping the ministry in getting these 
truths out to the world.  Time truly is running out on this age.   
 
Our sincere thanks always to all who contribute with your prayers, your financial donations, and 
other assistance!   (All contributions to John Newlin Ministries, Inc. – whether money or material 

goods or stocks or bonds – are tax deductible.  John Newlin Ministries, Inc. is a 501 © 3 nonprofit 

corporation.) 
********** 
 

GREAT RESOURCES TO USE AND TO SHARE ON THE SUBJECT 
OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

• Our book WAKE UP AMERICA!  JESUS IS COMING SOON 

• The Return of Jesus resources page on our website which has numerous valuable links to key 

videos and newsletters and other material 

• Key newsletters, which you can find on our website in the newsletter archives section: 

o DECEMBER 1, 2021 – THE STAGES OF THE LAST DAYS 

o OCTOBER 2021 – GETTING INTO HEAVEN  

o JANUARY 2024 – COMING SOON 

• Our recent videos on X (Twitter) which are also available on our YOUTUBE channel (under 

The Imminent Return of Jesus category in the playlists) 

• Hundreds of our writings are on our blog – go to the blog at the address at the bottom of this 

page (or click on John’s blog in the menu column on our website). Search for getting into 

heaven or Jesus’ return or whatever subject you are interested in.  Note that you can pick a 

language other than English to read these if you wish.  Use the drop down bar on the blog. 

• Our X (Twitter) site address is at the bottom of this page.  You can also find us on YouTube by 

searching for John Newlin Ministries – Dare To Believe TV on YouTube.  We also do have 

well over a hundred past television programs available there and on our website as well. 

Remember, the only thing that really matters is Jesus and 
your relationship with him. 
 

May you live in the blessings of God always.  
 

John  

 
Please email or print and send copies of this newsletter to everyone you would.         
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